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tial Temple whose wall is still a silent witness to the glories of the past;
that thy sons dwelt in palaces and towers, and thy cities flourished in the
splendour of civilisation, while these enemies of thine dwelt like beasts in
the muddy marshes of their dark woods. While thy children were clad in
purple and fine linen, they wore the rough skins of the wolf and the bear.
Art thou not ashamed?

Hopeless is your state in the West; the star of your future is gleaming in
the East. Deeply conscious of all this, and inspired by the true teaching of
our great master, Hillel, ‘If T help not myself, who will help me?’ we pro-
pose to form the following society for national ends.

1. The Society will be named ‘BILU’, according to the motto
‘House of Jacob, come, let us go’. It will be divided into local
branches according to the numbers of its members.

2. The seat of the Committee shall be Jerusalem.

3. Donations and contributions shall be unfixed and unlimited.

WE WANT!

1. A home in our country. It was given us by the mercy of God;
it is ours as registered in the archives of history.

2. To beg it of the Sultan himself, and if it be impossible to ob-
tain this, to beg that we may at least possess it as a state within a
larger state; the internal administration to be ours, to have our civil
and political rights, and to act with the Turkish Empire only in for-
eign affairs, so as to help our brother Ishmael in the time of his need.

We hope that the interests of our glorious nation will rouse the national
spirit in rich and powerful men, and that everyone, rich or poor, will give
his best labours to the holy cause.

Greetings, dear brothers and sisters!

HEAR, 0 ISRAEL! The Lord our God, the Lord is one, and our land Zion is

our one hope.
GoD be with us! THE PIONEERS OF BILU

Theodor Herzl: The Jewish State (1896)

Theodor Herzl (1860-1904) was the founder of modern political Zion-
ism. In the preface to Der Juden staat (1896) he says: “The idea which
I have developed in this pamphlet is a very old one: it is the restoration
of the Jewish State.”

Theodor Herzl: The Jewish State + 5

... The Jewish question still exists. It would be foolish to deny it. It is
a remnant of the Middle Ages, which civilized nations do not even yet
seem able to shake off, try as they will. They certainly showed a generous
desire to do so when they emancipated us. The Jewish question exists
wherever Jews live in perceptible numbers. Where it does not exist, it is
carried by Jews in the course of their migrations. We naturally move to
those places where we are not persecuted, and there our presence produces
persecution. This is the case in every country, and will remain so, even in
those highly civilized—for instance, France—until the Jewish question
finds a solution on a political basis. The unfortunate Jews are now carrying
‘the seeds of anti-Semitism into England; they have already introduced it
into America.

I believe that I understand anti-Semitism, which is really a highly com-
plex movement. I consider it from a Jewish standpoint, yet without fear or
hatred. I believe that I can see what elements there are in it of vulgar sport,
of common trade jealousy, of inherited prejudice, of religious intolerance,
and also of pretended self-defence. I think the Jewish question is no more
a social than a religious one, notwithstanding that it sometimes takes these
and other forms. It is a national question, which can only be solved by
making it a political world-question to be discussed and settled by the civ-
ilized nations of the world in council.

We are a people—one people.

We have honestly endeavored everywhere to merge ourselves in the so-
cial life of surrounding communities and to preserve the faith of our fa-
thers. We are not permitted to do so. In vain are we loyal patriots, our
loyalty in some places running to extremes; in vain do we make the same
sacrifices of life and property as our fellow-citizens; in vain do we strive to
increase the fame of our native land in science and art, or her wealth by
trade and commerce. In countries where we have lived for centuries we are
still cried down as strangers, and often by those whose ancestors were not
yet domiciled in the land where Jews had already had experience of suffer-
ing. The majority may decide which are the strangers; for this, as indeed
every point which arises in the relations between nations, is a question of
might. I do not here surrender any portion of our prescriptive right, when I
make this statement merely in my own name as an individual. In the world
as it now is and for an indefinite period will probably remain, might pre-
cedes right. It is useless, therefore, for us to be loyal patriots, as were
the Huguenots who were forced to emigrate. If we could only be left in
peace. . . .

But I think we shall not be left in peace.

Oppression and persecution cannot exterminate us. No nation on earth
has survived such struggles and sufferings as we have gone through. Jew-
baiting has merely stripped off our weaklings; the strong among us were
invariably true to their race when persecution broke out against them. This
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A attitude was most clearly apparent in the period immediately following the

emancipation of the Jews. Those Jews who were advanced intellectually
and materially entirely lost the feeling of belonging to their race. Wherever
our political well-being has lasted for any length of time, we have assimi-
lated with our surroundings. I think this is not discreditable. Hence, the
statesman who would wish to see a Jewish strain in his nation would have
to provide for the duration of our political well-being; and even a Bismarck
could not do that.

For old prejudices against us still lie deep in the hearts of the people. He
who would have proofs of this need only listen to the people where they
speak with frankness and simplicity: proverb and fairy-tale are both anti-
Semitic. A nation is everywhere a great child, which can certainly be edu-
cated; but its education would, even in most favorable circumstances,
occupy such a vast amount of time that we could, as already mentioned, re-
move our own difficulties by other means long before the process was ac-
complished.

Assimilation, by which I understood not only external conformity in
dress, habits, customs, and language, but also identity of feeling and man-
ner—assimilation of Jews could be effected only by intermarriage. But the
need for mixed marriages would have to be felt by the majority; their mere
recognition by law would certainly not suffice. . . .
~ No one can deny the gravity of the situation of the Jews. Wherever they
live in perceptible numbers, they are more or less persecuted. Their equal-
ity before the law, granted by statute, has become practically a dead letter.
They are debarred from filling even moderately high positions, either in the
army, or in any public or private capacity. And attempts are made to thrust
them out of business also: “Don’t buy from Jews!”

Attacks in Parliaments, in assemblies, in the press, in the pulpit, in the
street, on journeys—for example, their exclusion from certain hotels—
even in places of recreation, become daily more numerous. The forms of
persecutions vary according to the countries and social circles in which
they occur. In Russia, imposts are levied on Jewish villages; in Rumania, a
few persons are put to death; in Germany, they get a good beating occa-
sionally; in Austria, anti-Semites exercise terrorism over all public life; in
Algeria, there are travelling agitators; in Paris, the Jews are shut out of the
so-called best social circles and excluded from clubs. Shades of anti-
Jewish feeling are innumerable. But this is not to be an attempt to make out
a doleful category of Jewish hardships.

I do not intend to arouse sympathetic emotions on our behalf. That
would be a foolish, futile, and undignified proceeding. I shall content my-
self with putting the following questions to the Jews: Is it not true that,
in countries where we live in perceptible numbers, the position of Jew-
ish lawyers, doctors, technicians, teachers, and employees of all descrip-
tions becomes daily more intolerable? Is it not true, that the Jewish middle
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classes are seriously threatened? Is it not true, that the passions of the mob
are incited against our wealthy people? Is it not true, that our poor endure
greater sufferings than any other proletariat? I think that this external pres-
sure makes itself felt everywhere. In our economically upper classes it
causes discomfort, in our middle classes continual and grave anxieties, in
our lower classes absolute despair.

Everything tends, in fact, to one and the same conclusion, which is
clearly enunciated in that classic Berlin phrase: “Juden Raus!” (Out with
the Jews!)

I shall now put the Question in the briefest possible form: Are we to
“‘get out” now and where to?

Or, may we yet remain? And, how long?

Let us first settle the point of staying where we are. Can we hope for
better days, can we possess our souls in patience, can we wait in pious res-
ignation till the princes and peoples of this earth are more mercifully dis-
posed towards us? I say that we cannot hope for a change in the current of
feeling. And why not? Even if we were as near to the hearts of princes as
are their other subjects, they could not protect us. They would only feel
popular hatred by showing us too much favor. By “too much,” I really
mean less than is claimed as a right by every ordinary citizen, or by every
race. The nations in whose midst Jews live are all either covertly or openly
anti-Semitic.

The common people have not, and indeed cannot have, any historic
comprehension. They do not know that the sins of the Middle Ages are
now being visited on the nations of Europe. We are what the Ghetto made
us. We have attained pre-eminence in finance, because medieval conditions
drove us to it. The same process is now being repeated. We are again being
forced into finance—now it is the stock exchange—by being kept out of
other branches of economic activity. Being on the stock exchange, we are
consequently exposed afresh to contempt. At the same time we continue to
produce an abundance of mediocre intellects who find no outlet, and this
endangers our social position as much as does our increasing wealth. Edu-
cated Jews without means are now rapidly becoming socialists. Hence we
are certain to suffer very severely in the struggle between classes, because
we stand in the most exposed position in the camps of both socialists and
capitalists . . .

The Plan

The whole plan is in its essence perfectly simple, as it must necessarily be
if it is to come within the comprehension of all.

Let the sovereignty be granted us over a portion of the globe large
enough to satisfy the rightful requirements of a nation; the rest we shall
manage for ourselves.
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The creation of a new State is neither ridiculous nor impossible. We
have in our day witnessed the process in connection with nations which
were not largely members of the middle class, but poorer, less educated,
and consequently weaker than ourselves. The governments of all countries
scourged by anti-Semitism will be keenly interested in assisting us to ob-
tain the sovereignty we want.

The plan, simple in design, but complicated in execution, will be car-
ried out by two agencies: The Society of Jews and the Jewish Company.,

The Society of Jews will do the preparatory work in the domains of sci-
ence and politics, which the Jewish Company will afterwards apply practi-
cally.

The Jewish Company will be the liquidating agent of the business inter-
ests of departing Jews, and will organize commerce and trade in the new
country.

We must not imagine the departure of the Jews to be a sudden one. It
will be gradual, continuous, and will cover many decades. The poorest will
go first to cultivate the soil. In accordance with a preconceived plan, they
will construct roads, bridges, railways and telegraph installations; regulate

co\,fi\'l-‘rivers; and build their own dwellings; their labor will create trade, trade

will create markets and markets will attract new settlers, for every man will
go voluntarily, at his own expense and his own risk. The labor expended on
the land will enhance its value, and the Jews will soon perceive that a new
and permanent sphere of operation is opening here for that spirit of enter-
prise which has heretofore met only with hatred and obloquy.

If we wish to found a State today, we shall not do it in the way which
would have been the only possible one a thousand years ago. It is foolish to
revert to old stages of civilization, as many Zionists would like to do. Sup-
posing, for example, we were obliged to clear a country of wild beasts, we
should not set about the task in the fashion of Europeans of the fifth cen-
tury. We should not take spear and lance and go out singly in pursuit of
bears; we would organize a large and active hunting party, drive the ani-
mals together, and throw a melinite bomb into their midst.

If we wish to conduct building operations, we shall not plant a mass of
stakes and piles on the shore of a lake, but we shall build as men build now.
Indeed, we shall build in a bolder and more stately style than was ever
adopted before, for we now possess means which men never yet possessed.

The emigrants standing lowest in the economic scale will be slowly fol-
lowed by those of a higher grade. Those who at this moment are living in
despair will go first. They will be led by the mediocre intellects which we
produce so superabundantly and which are persecuted everywhere.

This pamphlet will open a general discussion on the Jewish Question,
but that does not mean that there will be any voting on it. Such a result
would ruin the cause from the outset, and dissidents must remember that
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allegiance or opposition is entirely voluntary. He who will not come with
us should remain behind.

Let all who are willing to join us, fall in behind our banner and fight for
our cause with voice and pen and deed.

Those Jews who agree with our idea of a State will attach themselves to
the Society, which will thereby be authorized to confer and treat with gov-
ermnments in the name of our people. The Society will thus be acknowl-
edged in its relations with governments as a State-creating power. This
acknowledgment will practically create the State.

Should the Powers declare themselves willing to admit our sovereignty
over a neutral piece of land, then the Society will enter into negotiations
for the possession of this land. Here two territories come under considera-
tion, Palestine and Argentine. In both countries important experiments in
colonization have been made, though on the mistaken principle of a grad-
ual infiltration of Jews. An infiltration is bound to end badly. It continues
till the inevitable moment when the native population feels itself threat-
ened, and forces the government to stop a further influx of Jews. Immigra-
tion is consequently futile unless we have the sovereign right to continue
such immigration.

The Society of Jews will treat with the present masters of the land, put-
ting itself under the protectorate of the European Powers, if they prove
friendly to the plan. We could offer the present possessors of the land enor-
mous advantages, assume part of the public debt, build new roads for traf-
fic, which our presence in the country would render necessary, and do
many other things. The creation of our State would be beneficial to adja-
cent countries, because the cultivation of a strip of land increases the value
of its surrounding districts in innumerable ways.

The First Zionist Congress:
The Basle Declaration (August 1897)

The aim of Zionism is to create for the Jewish people a home in Pales-
tine secured by public law. The Congress contemplates the following
means to the attainment of this end:

1. The promotion, on suitable lines, of the colonization of Pales-
tine by Jewish agricultural and industrial workers. ‘
2. The organization and binding together of the whole of Jewry
by means of appropriate institutions, local and international, in ac-

cordance with the laws of each country.
3. The strengthening and fostering of Jewish national sentiment
and consciousness.
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